
March 27, 2017

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE, Room 1A
Washington, DC 20216

Re: Docket No. CP14-529-000, TGP Connecticut Expansion Project

Dear Secretary Bose:
 
Submitted herewith are photographs taken by a Sandisfield landowner, showing flagged stakes 
marked “LOD” – identical to the staking used by Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C. 
(“TGP”) to indicate the “Limits of Disturbance” for the above-captioned Connecticut Expansion 
project (the “Project”).  These “LOD” stakes were photographed last Thursday at state-owned 
land that was not conveyed to TGP nor approved by the Commission for use for this Project.  

Also submitted herewith is the letter we have sent to the state agency that manages this property, 
informing the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of the activity and seeking further information 
regarding necessary permitting and review for the use of this area of public conservation land.

Respectfully submitted,

                              
Kathryn R. Eiseman, Director 
Massachusetts PipeLine Awareness Network
17 Packard Road
Cummington, MA 01026
413-320-0747    
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 Photos taken 3/23/2017 - LOD staking on Cold Spring Road in Sandisfield:

  
  Flagged stake observed on a field at Spectacle Pond Farm.
 

       

   “LOD” stakes along Cold Spring Road.
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Map of the area indicating spacial relationship of LOD staking in DCR field 
relative to FERC- authorized easement:
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March 27, 2017

Commissioner Leo Roy
Department of Conservation & Recreation
251 Causeway Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Re: Docket No. CP14-529-000, TGP Connecticut Expansion Project

Commissioner Leo Roy
Department of Conservation & Recreation
251 Causeway Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Dear Commissioner Roy:

We write with new concerns relating to the Tennessee Gas Pipeline (“TGP”) Connecticut 
Expansion pipeline project (the “Project”).  Activity evidently connected with the Project has 
recently been observed that does not appear to be authorized under the Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (the “FERC Certificate”) issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (“FERC”) on March 11, 2016.  The activity in question is on a part of your agency’s 
property in Sandisfield that was not subject to your eminent domain settlement with TGP.

TGP has placed “limits of disturbance” flagging along the border of the field at Spectacle Pond 
Farm, a DCR property on Cold Spring Road that was at one point identified (then rejected) as a 
potential pipeyard.  The FERC certificate specifies, “Tennessee committed to a single pipeyard (i.e.,
South Beech Plain Road pipeyard).  The Cold Spring Road pipeyard is no longer proposed for the 
project.”1  As spelled out in the comments filed by the Energy Facility Siting Board on FERC’s 
Environmental Assessment for the Project, “DCR notes the use of this site was not evaluated 
during the MEPA process and therefore environmental impacts to the Cold Spring Road site 
were not taken in account.  In addition, it is our understanding that the Proponent is no longer 
considering this location.”2

The Certificate of the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs on the Final Environmental 
Impact Report also notes that, while wetland surveys of the potential pipeyard sites had not been 
conducted:

[T]he DCR-owned Cold Spring Road site likely contains wetlands 
based on its mapped soil characteristics. … Use of the DCR site would 
require the Proponent to provide compensation for its use and mitigation 
for associated impacts through the Construction and Access Permit. Any 

1 FERC Order issuing Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, 154 FERC ¶ 61,191, March 11, 2016, para. 
94 (https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=14244723).

2 Energy Facilities Siting Board comment on Environmental Assessment, November 23, 2015 
(https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=14053034) (emphasis added).
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associated mitigation would be incorporated into the revised draft 
Section 61 Findings.”3

It is not readily apparent why TGP is flagging this area for disturbance nor whether necessary 
permissions have been obtained.  The record indicates that no environmental review was ever 
conducted for the use of this site for any aspect of the Project, and certainly no change of use was 
authorized pursuant to Article 97, nor was any easement taken by eminent domain for use of this 
field for any purpose.  We have not determined whether your agency has nonetheless given 
permission for use of this land in connection with Project, and if so, for what purpose.  The field in 
question is currently in use as part of a snowmobile trail marked on your agency’s recreational 
maps. 

Inconsistent with any publicly available Plans of Record, “limits of disturbance” flagging has been 
placed just beyond a historic stonewall that demarcates the property boundary of state conservation 
land along what has been identified as a scenic road.4  If your agency intends to allow use of this 
property, we urge that your agency ensure that TGP initiate all appropriate reviews and secure all 
appropriate permits from federal, state, and local bodies, which may include the Sandisfield 
Highway Department, the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the Natural Heritage & 
Endangered Species Program of the Division of Fish and Wildlife in the Department of Fish and 
Game, and the Department of Environmental Protection.

Sincerely,

                              
Kathryn R. Eiseman, Director 
Massachusetts PipeLine Awareness Network
17 Packard Road
Cummington, MA 01026
413-320-0747    

Cc:
Jennifer Howard, Nancy Putnam, Ellen Berkland (MassDCR)
Dr. Thomas French (NHESP)
Brona Simon (MA Historical Commission)
David Cameron, David Foulis (MassDEP)
Matthew Ireland, Esq. (Mass AGO)
Robert O'Brien (Sandisfield Road Superintendent)
James Messenger, Esq.
Elaine Baum (FERC)
Cori Rose (ACOE)
FERC Service List

3 Certificate of the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs on the Final Environmental Impact Report, April 
17, 2015, at 9 (https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13848910) (emphasis added).

4 “Cold Spring Road in Sandisfield, Massachusetts, which parallels the existing pipeline and crosses it in a few 
locations, is known as a scenic road (Karns 2014a).” TGP FERC Application, Resource Report 8 Land Use, July 31, 
2014, at 56 (https://elibrary.ferc.gov/IDMWS/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=13604890).
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