April 13, 2016
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20426
Re:

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.
Connecticut Expansion Project, Docket No. CP14-529-000
Supplemental Response to March 30, 2016 Request for Additional Information

Dear Ms. Bose:
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (the “Commission”) issued an “Order Issuing
Certificate” (“Order”) in the above-referenced docket for Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.’s
(“Tennessee”) Connecticut Expansion Project (the “Project”)1 and Tennessee has accepted the order.
Tennessee also has requested from the Commission a notice to proceed with tree felling.
In response to requests for additional information from the Commission, Tennessee sent letters to
the New York and New England Offices of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) requesting
permission to fell trees after March 31, 2016. Tennessee received a response letter on behalf of the New
York and New England Offices USFWS. The response letter is enclosed, and states that “no time-ofyear restriction is necessary to avoid impacts to the species in the project area.” A completed “Northern
Long-Eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation Form” also was submitted to USFWS and is
enclosed. Tennessee received an email acknowledging the submittal and has enclosed that email as well.
Tennessee will have a qualified wildlife biologist on the New York, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut sections of the Project who will be familiar with birds protected by the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (“MBTA”) that could inhabit the Project area. Tennessee will rely on environmental
monitors and biologists during all tree felling activities along the project to ensure these animals and their
nest sites are adequately protected and breeding activity is not disturbed. Should an active nest site for
any birds protected by the MBTA be observed, tree felling in the vicinity of the nest site will be halted
around the nest until such time as the eggs can hatch and/or hatchlings develop to a point where they can
fledge and leave the vicinity of the nest site. Tennessee will comply with the “Nationwide Standard
Conservation Measures”2 developed by the USFWS for protecting these animals if identified during
monitoring.

1

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C., 154 FERC ¶ 61,191 (2016).
Available at: http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf (last accessed April 13,
2016).
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In accordance with the Commission’s filing requirements, Tennessee is submitting this filing
with the Commission’s Secretary through the eFiling system. Copies of this letter are being served on all
parties on the official service list for the above-referenced docket. Any questions concerning this filing
should be addressed to the undersigned at (713) 420-6547 or to Ms. Shannon Miller at (713) 420-4038.

Respectfully submitted,
TENNESSEE GAS PIPELINE COMPANY, L.L.C.

By: Mosby Perrow
Mosby Perrow
Assistant General Counsel
Attachments
cc:

Elaine Baum (Commission Staff)
Anne Allen (HDR)
Maria Tur (USFWS)
All parties on service list
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Northern Long-Eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation Form
Federal agencies should use this form for the optional streamlined consultation framework for the northern longeared bat (NLEB). This framework allows federal agencies to rely upon the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(USFWS) January 5, 2016, intra-Service Programmatic Biological Opinion (BO) on the final 4(d) rule for the
NLEB for section 7(a)(2) compliance by: (1) notifying the USFWS that an action agency will use the streamlined
framework; (2) describing the project with sufficient detail to support the required determination; and (3) enabling
the USFWS to track effects and determine if reinitiation of consultation is required per 50 CFR 402.16.
This form is not necessary if an agency determines that a proposed action will have no effect to the NLEB or if
the USFWS has concurred in writing with an agency's determination that a proposed action may affect, but is not
likely to adversely affect the NLEB (i.e., the standard informal consultation process). Actions that may cause
prohibited incidental take require separate formal consultation. Providing this information does not address
section 7(a)(2) compliance for any other listed species.

Information to Determine 4(d) Rule Compliance:
1

1. Does the project occur wholly outside of the WNS Zone ?
2. Have you contacted the appropriate agency2 to determine if your project is near
known hibernacula or maternity roost trees?
3. Could the project disturb hibernating NLEBs in a known hibernaculum?
4. Could the project alter the entrance or interior environment of a known
hibernaculum?
5. Does the project remove any trees within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum at
any time of year?
6. Would the project cut or destroy known occupied maternity roost trees, or any
other trees within a 150-foot radius from the maternity roost tree from June 1
through July 31.

YES
☐
☒

NO
☒
☐

☐
☐

☒
☒

☐

☒

☐

☒

You are eligible to use this form if you have answered yes to question #1 or yes to question #2 and no to
questions 3, 4, 5 and 6. The remainder of the form will be used by the USFWS to track our assumptions in the
BO.

Agency and Applicant3 (Name, Email, Phone No.): Brian Benito Jr., Brian_Benito@kindermorgan.com,
860-763-6052

Project Name: Connecticut Expansion Project
Project Location (include coordinates if known): Along an existing pipeline corridor in Bethlehem, NY
between 42.591222, -73.872989 & 42.589802, -73.836526; Sandisfield, MA between 42.178203, -73.145388
42.139793, -73.092106; Agawam, MA between 42.034026, -72.634128 & 41.929292, -72.715990 in East
Granby, CT.

Basic Project Description (provide narrative below or attach additional information):
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C. (“Tennessee”) is proposing the construction and operation of the
Connecticut Expansion Project (the “Project”) in Hartford County, Connecticut, Albany County, New York, and
Berkshire and Hampden Counties, Massachusetts. The proposed Project involves the construction of two sections
1

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/pdf/WNSZone.pdf
See http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html
3
If applicable - only needed for federal actions with applicants (e.g., for a permit, etc.) who are party to the consultation.
2
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of new 36-inch outside diameter (“OD”) pipeline looping, totaling 1.35 miles in New York (“New York Loop”),
3.81 miles in Massachusetts (“Massachusetts Loop”), and one section of new 24-inch OD pipeline looping
totaling 8.26 miles in Massachusetts and Connecticut (“Connecticut Loop”), as well as appurtenant facilities,
including one new main line valve (“MLV”), cathodic protection, and pig launchers and receivers. To the extent
that it is practicable, feasible, and in compliance with existing law, Tennessee proposes to locate the pipeline
loops within or adjacent to its rights-of-way (“ROW”) associated with its existing pipelines designated as the 200
and 300 Lines.
General Project Information
Does the project occur within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum?
Does the project occur within 150 feet of a known maternity roost tree?
Does the project include forest conversion4? (if yes, report acreage below)
Estimated total acres of forest conversion
If known, estimated acres5 of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 316
Does the project include timber harvest? (if yes, report acreage below)
Estimated total acres of timber harvest
If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
Does the project include prescribed fire? (if yes, report acreage below)
Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
Does the project install new wind turbines? (if yes, report capacity in MW below)
Estimated wind capacity (MW)

YES
NO
☐
☒
☐
☒
☒
☐
NY Loop: 3.81
MA Loop: 38.96
CT Loop: 33.97
Same as above
None
☒
☐
See above
See above
See above
☐
☒

☐

☒

Agency Determination:
By signing this form, the action agency determines that this project may affect the NLEB, but that any resulting
incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited by the final 4(d) rule.
If the USFWS does not respond within 30 days from submittal of this form, the action agency may presume that
its determination is informed by the best available information and that its project responsibilities under 7(a)(2)
with respect to the NLEB are fulfilled through the USFWS January 5, 2016, Programmatic BO. The action
agency will update this determination annually for multi-year activities.
The action agency understands that the USFWS presumes that all activities are implemented as described herein.
The action agency will promptly report any departures from the described activities to the appropriate USFWS
Field Office. The action agency will provide the appropriate USFWS Field Office with the results of any surveys
conducted for the NLEB. Involved parties will promptly notify the appropriate USFWS Field Office upon finding
a dead, injured, or sick NLEB.

Signature:

4

Date Submitted: 04/12/16

Any activity that temporarily or permanently removes suitable forested habitat, including, but not limited to, tree removal
from development, energy production and transmission, mining, agriculture, etc. (see page 48 of the BO).
5
If the project removes less than 10 trees and the acreage is unknown, report the acreage as less than 0.1 acre.
6
If the activity includes tree clearing in June and July, also include those acreage in April to October.
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Miller, Shannon
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Miller, Shannon
Wednesday, April 13, 2016 2:04 PM
Miller, Shannon
FW: CT Expansion Project

-------- Original message -------From: "Tur, Maria" <maria_tur@fws.gov>
Date: 4/12/16 16:42 (GMT-05:00)
To: "Benito, Brian" <Brian_Benito@kindermorgan.com>
Subject: CT Expansion Project
Dear Mr. Benito,
We have received and reviewed the Northern Long-Eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation
Form for the Connecticut Expansion Project.
By signing the form, you (as the designated non-federal representative for FERC for this project),
have indicated that any resulting incidental take of the northern long-eared bat is not prohibited by the
final 4(d) rule.

Maria E. Tur
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
New England Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301
Phone (603) 223-2541 x6419
FAX
(603) 223-0104
http://www.fws.gov/newengland/

1
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